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Vienna, 03 May 2006

Erste Bank holds 99.99% equity stake in Erste Bank a.d.
Novi Sad, Serbia

Having increased its stake in Erste Bank a.d. Novi Sad from 83.3% to 95.6 % in autumn
2005, Erste Bank der oesterreichischen Sparkassen has now purchased a further 17,740
shares, or 4.41 % of the share capital, from the remaining minority shareholders on the same
terms (EUR 218.98 per share).

Erste Bank der oesterreichischen Sparkassen now owns 99.99% of the share capital of Erste
Bank a.d. Novi Sad.

For further information, please contact:
Erste Bank, Press Office
1010 Vienna, Graben 21, Fax: 0043 (0) 50 100-19849
Hana Cygonkova, ++ 43 (0) 50 100 11675, Email: hana.cygonkova@erstebank.at

This text is available via our Homepage at:
www.erstebank.com - English - Press - Press Releases - 2006.
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