PRESS RELEASE ERSTE 5

19 October 2006

Erste Bank appoints new Board members for Banca Comerciala
Romana

At its meeting today, the Supervisory Board of Banca Comerciala Roméana (BCR) decided on the appointment of
new members of the Management Board. Their appointment is subject to approval of the Romanian National
Bank, which is expected within the next few days.

Nicolae Danila, the present CEO, Danut Bunea (Member of the Management Board responsible for Treasury and
Capital Markets) and Jean Andronie (Member of the Management Board responsible for Corporate Clients) have
been confirmed in their current positions.

Martin Skopek (former Head of Retail Business and Member of the Management Board at Ceska spotitelna) will
be responsible for Retail Business.

Oana Petrescu (former Head of Risk and Advisory Services and the Financial Services Group at Ernst & Young in
Bucharest) will be responsible for Organisation and IT operations.

Helmuth Hintringer (previous CFO and member of the Management Board at Erste Bank Hungary responsible for
Risk Management) will act as Advisor to the Management Board focusing on Risk Management. His position at
Erste Bank Hungary has been taken over by Jonathan Till, the former Head of Strategic and Corporate Risk Man-
agement.

In accordance with Romanian Labour Law, the current Board members Natalia Hurduc, llie Mihai and Petre Preda
will all receive an offer for an alternative position within the company.

For further information please contact:
Erste Bank Press and Public Relations Office,1010 Vienna, Graben 21. Fax: 0043 (0) 50100 DW 19849
Michael Mauritz, Tel. 0043 (0) 50100 ext 19603. e-mail: michael.mauritz@erstebank.at
Hana Cygonkova, ext 11675. e-mail: hana.cygonkova@erstebank.at
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