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Vienna, 28 September 2007

Top-Ranking for Erste Group-Research Team:

Number 1 in investment recommendations for
Poland and Central Europe, Number 2 in Austria

The Research team of the Erste Group has done it another time: According to the "Aus-
tria and Central Europe Research Yearbook 2007" recently published by the independ-
ent research analysis firm "AQ Research"” based in London, the Research Team of Erste
Group takes top spot in investment recommendations for Austria, Poland as well as in

Central Europe.

The strong share analysis team of the Erste Group are in a commanding position on the podium: they took top
spot for share recommendations on the Polish market, as well as in CEE and a second position in Austria. In the
aggregate evaluation, which is based on the highest hit rates of all the institutions involved, Erste Bank emerged

way out in front for the 2007 calendar year.

This renowned survey of AQ Research was carried out for the third time this year on Austria and four Central
European markets, examining the investment recommendations (Buy/Hold/Sell) of 28 analysis houses in relation
to 45 reviewed businesses. This means people are sitting up and taking notice of the rising significance of Central

Europe as an investment and growth region.
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PRESS RELEASE

TOP R(Q BROKERS IN AUSTRIA/CENTRAL

EUROPE: 8 ELIGIELE

Overall  Rec Noof  Noof
Broker Average R Tpe Recs Highest RQs
Erste Bank T2 A 19 9
BRE Barikbu 17.16 A 11 3
Com Maklerski B2 16,73 A 13 ]
Bank Austria 15.38 A 12 8
Raiffeisen Centrobk 8,62 A 4 5]
TOP ANALYSTS IN COUNTRY

Mot Meof
Score Anast Broker Recs  Hihest RQs
423 Pawel Puchalski - Dom Maklerski 4 3
18.8 A Szymanski Dom Maklerski 4 2
166 V Urbankova Erste Bank 4 2
14.7 I Betlewski ArrerBrokers 4 1
14.6 Peter Bauemfried Bank Austria 5 2
HIT RATES: & ELIGIELE
Broker ¥ Rec's
Adding valug

AmerBrokers 100.0
Erste Bank 79.2
Raiffeisen Centrobank 2.2
Bank Austria B85
Ciom Inwestycyiny ERE Banku B7.7T
Diorn Maklerski BZ WEK B4.7
COM Pekao 5.4, Securities 588

Already in the last 2 years Erste Bank Group Research was placed a several

times: in CEE (2x), and for the whole Europe (1x), each time the first place -

based on the European MidCap Report compiled by AQ Research.

2007 the analysis team of Erste Group did their credit again: Number 1 in Po-

land, again Number 1 in Central Europe (CEE) as well as Number 2 in Austria.

POLAND TOP RQ BROKERS: 8 ELIGIBLE

Overall  Rec Noof  Noof
Broker Average ) Toe Recs Highest R(s
Erste Bank 26,09 A 8 4
ERE Banku 1716 A 11 3
Dom Maklerski 16,73 A 13 [
ArnerBrokers 1.62 A 10 4
LES 1.38 A 4 1
AUSTRIA TOP RQ BROKERS: 7 ELIGIELE

Owerali  Rec Noof  Moof
Broker Average A)  Toe Recs Highest AQs
Oppenheim Ressarch 37.34 A b 1
Erste Bank 2243 A 7 3
Berenberg Bank 2562 A 7 3
Bank Austria 15,38 A 13 8
Goldman Sachs 1353 A 3 0

Source: AQ Research
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Erste Bank is with its more than 50,000 employees serving over 16 million clients in some 2,700 branches in 8 countries one of the leading
financial providers in CEE. As of 30 June 2007 Erste Bank has reached 198 billion EUR total assets, net profit of EUR 566 million and ROE of

13.8%.




